
Bike Safety 

Rodeo 

pedals in 
 

   The Noon Kiwanis Club 
plans to debut the inaugural 
Fountain Hills Bike Safety 
Rodeo on Saturday, January 
23, from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 

   Thanks to Superintendent 
and Super Noon Kiwanian 
Dr. Patrick Sweeney, the 
event will be held on the 
campus of the former Four 
Peaks Elementary School on 
Calaveras Avenue. 

   Fountain Hills Bikes, the 
Fountain Hills Rural/Metro 
Fire Department, the Town 
of Fountain Hills, the Mari-
copa County Sheriff’s Office 
and the Boys & Girls Club 
will all likely participate in 
some capacity. 

   The idea is for young chil-
dren and families to bring 
their bikes to the event for 
safety inspections, riding 
tips and some safety demon-
strations emphasizing safe 
riding skills. Kids will be 
able to participate in a series 
of riding demonstrations to 
show off their safety 
knowledge. 

   Baby seats also will be 
inspected by the Fire Depart-
ment and AAA to ensure 
little ones are safe in the 
back of vehicles. 

   Volunteers will be needed 
for the event, though plan-
ning is still under way.  Our 
club also will provide snacks 
and refreshments for the 
safety event. Bicyclists up to 
age 10 are being encouraged 
to participate. 

Playground dedication 
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The proverbial ribbon cutting marked the official dedication of our new town playground. 

It’s official: The Town of FH has a new centennial tot lot! 

Still kids at heart, long-time pals Keith Junk and Paul Ap-

peldorn check out the new play structure recently installed at 

Golden Eagle Park. 

   The Noon Kiwanis Club’s 

new “tot lot” at Golden Eagle 

Park was dedicated in Decem-

ber 2015. 

   The play equipment, de-

signed for 2-5 year olds, was 

installed in honor of Kiwanis 

International’s 100th anniver-

sary in addition to the club’s 

40th anniversary. 

   The centennial playground 

was made possible by a col-

laborative effort between the 

Town of Fountain Hills and the 

Noon Kiwanis Club. 

   The equipment replaced an 

aging tot lot that was originally 

installed at Golden Eagle Park 

more than two decades ago. 

   “I love it when public/private 

projects like this come togeth-

er – projects that involve dif-

ferent groups but all having 

the singular purpose of im-

proving the quality of life for 

(cont. on Page 6) 



Fellow Kiwanians: 

   Even though the calendar says it’s a new year, it’s not really the beginning of a new year for the Kiwanis 

Club of Fountain Hills. Our new year officially started on October 1, 2015, so we’re just entering the second 

quarter of our year. How did the first quarter go? I’d say it went pretty well. The latter half of November saw 

the Fountain Festival (the rain on Sunday didn’t really help our fundraising efforts, but we still made thou-

sands of dollars) and the wonderful float in the Thanksgiving Day Parade spearheaded by Phyllis Horan (more 

on Phyllis in a minute). 

   In early December we were able to dedicate our new Centennial Playground at Golden Eagle Park. The new 

play equipment has been a big hit among the younger crowd and established our club as a community partner 

that makes a difference in Fountain Hills. Thanks to all who contributed toward this project and made it such 

a success!  

   We also participated in yet another successful Breakfast with Santa event, which I like to think of as our an-

nual signature project. Some families have been coming to this event for years and years, even as their kids get 

older, just because they enjoy the atmosphere and the fun environment. It’s difficult not to walk into the Com-

munity Center on such a morning and get into the Christmas spirit — the trees, the wreaths, the train sets, the 

music, the Jolly Old Elf himself. It’s another tradition that our club can be proud of. A big thanks to Donna 

Yordy for pulling it all together. It was her brainchild, and it continues to be a successful service project. Also a 

big thanks to the Town of Fountain Hills for helping sponsor the event by providing the Community Center at 

no charge (a huge savings for us!). 

   The only sad event this past month was saying farewell to Phyllis Horan, who relocated to Texas to help 

manage the household for her daughter, son-in-law and grandchildren. Phyllis has been a member of our club 

for more than two decades, and she has held every position conceivable with our club (some more than once). 

She has been a mainstay all these years for dependability, institutional knowledge and just a general love of 

Kiwanis and kids.  She plans to stay active in Kiwanis at a very lucky club in Texas. We wish you the best, 

Phyllis, and thank you so much for your dedication and all your efforts in making this club a better organiza-

tion. 

A WORD FROM PRESIDENT MIKE SCHARNOW 

Many good things; one sad 
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Presenting a sweet thank 

you gift, at left, and Don-

na Yordy made sure we 

had a nice cake, right, to 

send along with Phyllis. 

Marcia Hoenle, right, 

will take over as advisor 

to our Builders Club and 

our K-Kids at the school 

level. Thanks again, 

Phyllis, for your hard 

work and commitment 

all these years to the 

Noon Kiwanis Club. 
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Food Bank after dark 
Club asked to fill in for an unusual shift at busy time of year 

Upon request for help during the busy holiday season, Judy Konop at Extended Hands Food Bank contacted the Noon Ki-

wanis Club seeking help making holiday food boxes for distribution to their clients prior to Christmas. Paul Appeldorn 

heeded the call by founding up five club members eager to get the job done on December 9. This is a special tribute to 

our club, since groups are now calling on us for assistance because of our dependability and willingness to help out with 

a service project on quick notice. We do make a difference in the community (as our T-shirts say), and people are taking 

notice of that. Above, Jack and Kathy Mateski, Brice Moorman, Jon Geller and Paul Appeldorn are all smiles after work-

ing together as a team and compiling 36 food boxes in one hour. Way to go, Kiwanis gang! 
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Breakfast with Santa 
Donna and Jolly Old Elf deliver a holiday delight for all 

   A note from Donna Yordy, the 

main organizer of the 2015 

Breakfast with Santa: 

   Kiwanis is about serving the 

children of the world, and Break-

fast with Santa is truly a way that 

we serve the young ones in our 

community.  

    I want to thank each of you that 

worked the breakfast and helped 

make it a successful event. The 

job each of you did played an 

important part in the success of 

the breakfast. It always takes 

teamwork to make this event run 

smoothly. One of our elves com-

mented that everyone he saw 

leaving the breakfast had a smile 

on their face. That is the highest 

compliment that our Kiwanis 

club can receive. 

   Although there are too many 

individuals to name each one 

who contributed to the breakfast 

personally but there are several 

that I need to mention. I want to 

thank Mike Fenzel and his staff 

for providing and setting-up the 

Community Center Facility for 

us. Also, Phyllis Horan has been 

a part of the breakfast from the 

beginning and she has been 

Mrs. Claus for several years. 

Thanks, Phyllis, for all your sup-

port and help over the past years 

and you will be missed.  Joyce 

Stehlik was my co-chairman for 

this event and was a tremendous 

help. Through Al Roselieb’s ef-

forts, Santa always has a twinkle 

in his eye and the children know 

that Santa loves children. Last, a 

special thank you to Mike Schar-

now for his help and support. 

   All of you provided a wonder-

ful experience for those who 

attended the breakfast.  The 

smiles and Kiwanis moments you 

received should make you feel 

good about what we do as a 

club. Please know that each of 

you are appreciated. 

A huge thank you to everyone! 

The pajama pack was all smiles as they gathered around Santa at our breakfast event. 

Mr. and Mrs. Claus at left, and a big kiss 

for Santa, baby from Keith “Mistletoe” 

Junk. 
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These costumed characters provided plenty of festive fun for families of all ages at the annual breakfast event. 

Photos by Jon ‘Flash’ Geller 
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Tot Lot: Well received by kids, families 
children, families and others,” said 

Noon Kiwanis Club President Mike 

Scharnow. 

   The Town of Fountain Hills was the 

project’s major contributor by picking 

up half of the $46,000 cost. The next 

largest contributor was Newman’s 

Own/USA Today, which contributed 

$10,000 as part of their Make a Differ-

ence Day program and the involve-

ment by Fountain Hills. 

   The Verne C. Johnson Family Foun-

dation contributed $5,000 with a grant, 

thanks to resident Dwight Johnson, and 

the Kiwanis International Foundation 

also contributed a $5,000 grant. 

   Other contributors included Grace 

Jakubs and her late husband Frank, 

Monica and Ken Kubischta, Paul Smith 

and the Allstate Insurance Foundation 

(thanks to agent Paul Smith) and the 

Bank of America Foundation (thanks to 

employee Brenda Scharnow). 

   Mayor Linda Kavanagh congratulat-

ed the Noon Kiwanis Club on pulling 

the project together and contributing 

to the welfare of young families in 

town. 

   Johnson said his dad would have 

been pleased with this community 

project, especially since it involved 

partnerships and benefited children. 

   Joe DeBlasi, who served as governor 

for the Kiwanis Southwest District this 

past year, was present for the ceremo-

ny and urged his fellow Kiwanians to 

show off the playground. 

   “Bring people down here and show 

them this beautiful equipment,” he 

said. “This embodies what Kiwanis is 

all about and is a living testimony to 

Fountain Hills and your involvement in 

this community.” 

   Scharnow concluded, “I have been 

down here numerous times since the 

equipment was installed, and I always 

see kids enthusiastically playing here. 

   “It’s just a tremendous feeling know-

ing that young families can spend time 

here and enjoy healthy outdoor play. 

Thanks, everyone, for making this 

happen. It’s a cliché, but this was defi-

nitely a win-win project for everyone.” 

 

(cont. from Page 1) 

Community Services Director Mark Mayer and tot lot contributor Dwight Johnson show off 

the new sign thanking those responsible for the new playground. 

Don, Cameron and 

Chance of the Parks and 

Recreation Department 

display one of three 

playground pieces in-

stalled as part of the Ki-

wanis centennial project. 

 

Town Manager Grady Miller was impressed with the Noon Kiwanis project. 
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   The Noon Kiwanis STARS Aktion Club 

finished the year of 2015 strong as mem-

bers continued to volunteer at Extended 

Hands Food Bank, decorated Christmas 

cards for sick children at Phoenix Chil-

dren’s Hospital and made a personal visit 

to the Ronald McDonald House 

(Roanoke). 

   The club, in cooperation with Scottsdale 

Training and Rehabilitation Services, 

meets on the first and third Tuesday of 

each month at 11:30 a.m. at STARS, near 

the intersection of Frank Lloyd Wright 

Blvd. and Via Linda. 

   “These developmentally disabled 

adults continue to astound me,” said club 

President Mike Scharnow. “They are en-

thusiastic, they love being in the Aktion 

Club and they thoroughly enjoy helping 

others and performing community ser-

vice.” 

   Only a limited number of Aktion Club 

members can participate each time in 

such activities as helping us at the fairs or 

going to the food bank. They all raise 

their hands when asked who wants to go 

to the next event, typically drawing an 

“awwww” from those who aren’t part of 

the rotation. 

   “Now if we could only get that kind of 

reaction from our Kiwanis members, all 

would be good with the world,” Schar-

now said. “If you haven’t been to an Ak-

tion meeting, I would encourage you to 

come. They’re fun and rewarding.” 

Aktion Club stays busy 

Aktion Clubbers show off the Christmas cards they decorated for hurting children. 

Merry Christmas to all! 

Newer Aktion Club members show off their new Aktion books sent by Kiwanis. 

Taking a break during volunteer duties at Extended Hands Food Bank. 



  January 5   Aktion Club meeting at STARS facility   

  January 7   Luncheon meet; Lynn Strang & Home Delivered Meals 

  January 14   NO MEETING 

  January 19   Aktion Club meeting at STARS facility 

  January 21   Luncheon meeting; Dr. Bill Myhr, Ft. McDowell schools 

  January 22-23   Community blood drive 

  January 23   Bicycle Safety Rodeo at Four Peaks old campus 

  January 28   NO MEETING 

  January 29-30   Midyear convention in Prescott 

Upcoming Calendar of Events 
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Poinsettia Tree 
As usual, the Noon Kiwanis Club assisted the Fountain Hills Cul-

tural & Civic Association with the installation of the beautiful 

poinsettia tree on the Avenue of the Fountains. This is a fundrais-

ing project for the FHCCA, but our club has helped out with this 

tree for many years. It adds to the Christmas ambiance of the new 

plaza along the Avenue. 

 

Super Bowl Pancake Breakfast 

Sunday, February 7 

8 a.m. to 12 noon 

Proceeds go to Eliminate 


